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The polycromatised and gilded carved wooden sculpture "The Queen of Heaven with a Little Jesus" of 
an unknown author, 16/17. century, dimensions: 47 x 29 x 10 cm, owned by the Reis family (Kuća 
Šenoa), condition before works. 
 
Description of sculpture: Polychromed and gold-plated carved wooden sculpture "The Queen 
of Heaven with Little Jesus" (dimensions: 47 x 29 x 10 cm), 16. / 17. century, shows the figure 
of the Mother of God with the little Jesus in her arms. The sculpture on the back has the attached 
sun rays surrounding the figure of the Mother of God. The figure has its own plinth and is 
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located on a relief decorated postament. Mother of God on the head has a stylized gilded crown. 
Mother of God is holding the little Jesus in the right hand of her arms. Jesus holds the ball in 
his right hand. Paint of incarnate is dark brown - almost black and art historian Vera Horvat 
Pintarić says: "One of the four Black Mother of God in Croatia" (data from the archive of the 
House of Šenoa). A polychromed drapery is blue with a gold rim covers the body of Mother of 
God with complex folds. 
 
The Current Situation: The sculpture is in relatively stable condition. No wormholes. 
Polychrome and gilding on sculpture is missing about 10-15%. With a detailed view it was 
found that on the surface there is a patina and a layer of dirt. Preserved polychrome and gilding 
are relatively tightly bonded to the wooden carrier. On the back side of sculpture there is a 
transversal blade with three screws that hold three sun rays. On the back we also find patina 
and surface dirt. 
 
Proposed papers: Since the sculpture is part of the collection "House of Šenoa", the works 
will be in the scope of the so called- museum approach, which mainly involves conservation 
with possible partial removal of non-acceptable overpaint or imitation of gilding in some 
technological layers of polychrome and gilding. Preservation of patina and all historical layers. 
 
Required interventions: 
• Detailed review and photographing of the condition 
• Non-destructive analysis (XRF) 
• Cleaning probes 
• Undergluing polychromy and gilding 
• Surface cleaning, preservation of patina 
• Remove imitation of gilding at sun rays 
• Production of written, graphic and photographic documentation 
• Packaging, transport - returning the sculpture to the owner, determine appropriate 
..accommodation in situ 
 
Consultations with art historians and archival investigations regarding data and eventual 
attribution / connection with similar examples. 
 
 
Performed interventions on the sculpture: 
• Non-destructive analysis (XRF): Analysis of overpaint, imitations of gilding, on sun's rays 
..showed that brass powder in an oil binder was applied to the original polyment gilding.  
• Cleaning probes 
• Undergluing polychromy and gilding 
• Surface cleaning, preservation of patina 
• Remove imitation of gilding at sun rays: The overpaint was removed mechanically from the 
..well-preserved original gilding, and partially removed from the sun's rays where the original 
..gilding was poorly preserved - the surface oxidized layer was removed. 
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The polycromatised and gilded carved wooden sculpture "The Queen of Heaven with a Little Jesus" of 
an unknown author, 16/17. century, dimensions: 47 x 29 x 10 cm, owned by the Reis family (Kuća 
Šenoa), condition after works. 
 
Conclusion:  
With such a museum approach to conservation and restoration works, it is always important 
that all historical layers are evaluated and that it is decided on that basis what will be done and 
in what way in the form of the works themselves. 
I think that a good balance has been achieved between preserving all the historical layers and 
giving the sculpture itself a new visual appearance (which it had in its history), in this case to 
highlight again the golden rays of the sun, on which the original gilding is well preserved, as 
an element of the worship and glorification of the Madonna with Child. 
 

The works were performed by: Alma Šarić, 3rd year student, R-K (investigative works) and 
mentor full professor mr. art. Andrej Aranicki (investigative and all other works). 
 

Supervisor: full professor mr. art. Andrej Aranicki, conservator-restorer counsellor /advisor 

This conservation project was supported with the financial help of The International 
Trust for Croatian Monuments. 


