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i am writing this contribution to Fra Ljubo’s popular annual publication, tHE 

BRiDGE, with a special aim in mind, hoping that the subject will appeal particularly 

to Croatians, our compatriots, living in Great Britain or in Croatia or anywhere in 

the world.

For who, among us, Croatians, has not heard of the beloved 19th
 century writer, 

who we have all read and much admired, august šenoa? Do we not all love him, 

have grown up with him, and wish his legacy to live forever? Yes, we do hope so, but 

his material legacy also needs to be preserved for future generations. His present 

day family, represented by Jasmina Reis, whose step father, Zdenko šenoa, was the 

only grandson of august šenoa, her husband and their sons, have done just that, 

with personal sacrifice, trying to preserve the memory of august šenoa for ever.

Jasmina Reis has written to our trust, the international trust for Croatian Monu-

ments, appealing for help. Jasmina writes as a member of the association SVI 
NAŠI ŠENOE/ALL OUR ŠENOAS. She and her family have founded a private museum 

in their home in Zagreb, where Slava, the wife of august šenoa, who survived 
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the writer for many years, lived with her oldest son Milan, his wife and grandson 

Zdenko. The Museum, KUĆA ŠENOA, was opened to the public on 16th October 
2016, on the day of Jasmina’s parents wedding anniversary, coinciding with the 
world wide celebrations of “the nights of the Museums”. they have given over to 

the Museum much of their own living quarters, they all work there as volunteers, 

with occasional help from other volunteers and students.

Zdenko šenoa, an art historian and lexicographer, devoted the last ten years of 

his life to putting into order the legacy of his grandfather, august šenoa. Jasmina 

helped him to transfer all his hand written observations and notes onto the com-

puter. the desire to form a Museum has always been their ultimate aim. Before the 

Museum ŠENOA HOUSE opened to the public last year, the family did their utmost 
to secure the safety of the house, both for the safe keeping of this important 

legacy and for their visitors, improving and modernising all inside installations. 

Since the opening, ŠENOA HOUSE has been visited by over 3000 people, including 
school children, and it has been noted that members of the same families return 

again and again, to the particular delight of the šenoa descendants.

Last year, the first exhibition, THE DAYS OF AUGUST ŠENOA, was organised, which 
showed original documents from the birth to the death of august šenoa. in May 

this year, they held the exhibition of love letters of august šenoa and his wife, 

Silhoulettes, cut by August Šenoa when he was 11 years old Self-portrait by August Šenoa, aged 12
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Slava, marking their 150th
 wedding anniversary. Both exhibitions proved very 

popular. For november and December this year they plan to show august šenoa’s 

manuscripts during the second exhibition entitled THE DAYS OF AUGUST SENOA.

the house and and its collection is on the register of the moveable and immoveable 

cultural heritage of the Republic of Croatia. the collection contains documents dat-

ing from the beginning of the 19th
 century to the present day, all very relevant to the 

history of Zagreb and the Republic of Croatia. There are over 6000 books that August 
šenoa had in his library and all of his personal belongings are still there, carefully 

kept for many years. the documents also relate to the children of august and Slava. 

Milan, their oldest son, a university professor and a writer in his own right, who built 

the present house in 1928/29, where the Šenoa family have lived ever since. There is 
a touching story about Milan and the house that he built. this story would require 

a special article. there was a daughter, Dragica, a fine musician, to whom ivan Zajc 

dedicated his opera “nikola Subic Zrinski”. the Museum holds his signed score, one 

of only two original copies. the second is in the University and national Library in 

Zagreb. then, there was their youngest son, Branko, who was only two years old 

when his father died aged 43. Branko was a well known painter and printmaker and 
in 1934 Branko painted in one of the rooms of the house a large mural, measuring 
2.6m x 7,8m, as a birthday present to Zdenko, Jasmina’s step-father, when Zdenko 
was 16 years old. This room is today dedicated to the memory of Branko Šenoa.

Jasmina and her family have applied and are applying again to the Ministry of Culture 

for funding and so far the Ministry has helped them to conserve five most valu-

able prayer books from the collection of august šenoa. a collection of love letters 

between august and Slava is at present under conservation in the Croatian State 

Archives with funding from private donations that ŠENOA HOUSE has received.

they have applied to other sources for funding. there is a great deal which needs 

to be done which they alone, from the sale of tickets, at 20 and 30 kunas per per-
son, can never accomplish.

there are big and small things which need attention. For example, the roof needs 

to be repaired at the estimated cost of round 350.000 kunas. They need to install 
video, fire and theft protection systems, which are also costly.
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the mural in the room on the first floor painted by Branko needs consolidation 

and conservation. the wall on which it is painted needs to be secured first. this is 

specialised work which needs to be done once the condition of the wall and the 

mural is properly assessed and costed.

However, there are many smaller items which need attention, which would not cost 

so much and which would help to sustain the Museum. For example, a kerosene 

lamp at the cost of 3.500,00 kunas, around £370, or a screen from the studio of 
Branko Šenoa, costing 4.600,00 kunas, about £500. There are many other personal 
items which form the core of the Museums and which need to be preserved for 

future generations.

i am sure that every donation, big and small, will be gratefully accepted and reg-

istered and if it is gifted through our charity, the international trust for Croatian 

Monuments, and if you are a tax payer in this country, we would receive another 

25% from the British Government on your donation.
Jasmina ends her letter by saying: “We hope that you will be willing to protect 

and preserve our common cultural heritage. We would like to use this opportu-

nity to invite you to visit ŠENOA HOUSE and experience the history of Zagreb and 
Republic of Croatia from a different perspective – through stories, life and work 

of four generations of šenoa family”.

For more information please see www.senoa.eu

The studio of Branko Šenoa
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On my recent visit to KUĆA ŠENOA it became evident that the repair of the roof 
is the priority. the roof is leaking and we must hope that the šenoa family will 

be successful in their applications for funding. they are determined, if need be, 

that they will do it tile by tile if necessary and therefore your donations, however 

small, will be welcome.

i was delighted when Jasmina gave me the first ever translation into English of 

Šenoa’s very first historical novel, ZLATAROVO ZLATO, translated as THE GOLD-

SMITH’S TREASURE. The book was published in 1871, translated into German in 
1874 and into many other languages soon afterwards. It had to wait until 2015 for 
its first English edition. The book, with its hard, gold cover costs 150 kunas and is 
widely available in Croatia, in bookshops, museums, hotels and tourist agencies. it 

is a real souvenir of Croatia giving the reader an insight into the past of our country.

More information about the book can be found on www.facebookcom.thegold-

smithstreasure and on the publisher’s website, www.spiritoso.com.

Just as an afterthought, there are not many privately owned museums in Croatia, not 

even in the world, and this is indeed something which we should admire and support.

The first Croatian edition of The Goldsmith’s 
Treasure, 1871 and the first German edition, 1874

”For who, among us, Croatians, 
has not heard of the beloved 19th 
century writer, who we have all read 
and much admired, August Senoa? 
Do we not all love him, have grown 
up with him, and wish his legacy to 
live forever? Yes, we do hope so, but 
his material legacy also needs to be 
preserved for future generations.”


