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T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R U S T 
F O R  C R O A T I A N  M O N U M E N T S

Croatia has suffered again. On 22nd March, Zagreb, the capital city, was struck by 
a strong earthquake. It happened at 6.30 in the morning, on a Sunday. Due to the 
corona virus, not many people were out and about, especially not in churches, 
which would normally have worshippers and clergy even at that early hour. Many 
churches were affected, including the Cathedral. Museums suffered and people 
had their homes destroyed or badly damaged. It will take great efforts to restore 
the damage and rebuild. It is the ordinary people who are finding it particularly 
hard, especially those who had to leave their homes. They have no prospects of 
funds coming from some European source, which the museums do, and many of 
them are not able to finance the repairs themselves.

All of this, in the middle of the corona crises. It has been very hard for everyone in 
Zagreb, especially for conservators/restorers who had faced destruction 30 years 
ago and again now. Still today Zagreb carries signs of its recent tragedy. City trams 

Fo
to

: R
ob

er
t M

at
ic



T H E  B R I D G E  - Christmas, 2020

-86-

Baština

had been affected and they did not run normally, with tram lines dislodged and 
uprooted, with cranes everywhere, piles of rubbish, abandoned cars. The earth 
still trembles and the people are afraid. In all this destruction, however, only one 
life was lost and that was of a little girl aged 15, hurt in her own home. I cannot 
express my sadness and deep feelings for this little girl's family.
A strange quirk of fate. When Zagreb suffered a much stronger earthquake in 
1880 and much of the town had to be rebuilt, the Zagreb Cathedral suffered too, 
as it has now in this recent earthquake. In 1880, three fragments of a tombstone 
emerged in the dislodged floor of the Cathedral and this time, under the rubble 
and mortar in the the apse, four more fragments of a stone bearing an inscription 
were found. A relief of a lying person was revealed. Having deciphered the Latin 
inscription, it became clear that this was the tombstone monument to a Zagreb 
Bishop, Lucas Baratin, who headed the diocese between 1500 and 1510. In the 
history of Zagreb, Lucas Baratin is remembered not only as a great patron of the 
arts, but also as the builder of the fortifications encompassing the Cathedral and 
the Bishop's Palace agains Ottoman attacks.
The three fragments found in 1880 have been the subject of many studies, as all 
concerned think that this is the most beautiful piece of Renaissance sculpture 
in Continental Croatia. In earlier literature, the sculpture was attributed to Ivan 
Duknović (Johannes Dalmata) of Trogir, 1440 – 1514, and then to John of Florence 

Zagreb under snow on the 
day of the earthquake

Zagreb Cathedral Branko Šenoa mural in the Museum August Šenoa 
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(Johannes Fiorentinus), as on the tombstone there are remains of the sculptor's 
name, IOA(...)S ME FECIT. With the four more fragments found now, the scholarly 
research may lead to new discoveries.

A group of conservators approached our Trust immediately after the earthquake. 
I am very happy to be able to report that we were able to give “First Aid” to five 
museums in Zagreb, by supplying them with conservation boxes and other mate-
rial, immediately, within a few days. The conservation firm, “Crescat”, with which 
we have been dealing now for many years, delivered these necessary items even 
before they had received payment from us. The curators of museums were faced 
with their collections scattered on the floor, in bits and pieces, they needed to be 
carefully wrapped up and stored, awaiting either restoration or safe display. It was 
the Archaeological Museum, the Museum of Arts and Crafts, the Ethnographic 
Museum, the Museum of Contemporary Art and the August Šenoa Museum which 
were the beneficiaries of our quick reaction.

There is no doubt that Zagreb will receive help from many quarters, as they already 
have, for example, from His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales.

I would like to record here my grateful thanks to The Art Newspaper for 
putting the news about the earthquake immediately on their web pages and 
to the Minerva Magazine for publishing an article on the damage caused to 
Zagreb in their July/August 2020 issue. More information is available on our 

 The mural by Branko Šenoa before and after damage
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website, www.croatianmonuments.org. I would also like to thank here the 
International Institute of Conservation for publishing in their August 2019 is-
sue of “News in Conservation” an article on Research and Conservation of the 
Medieval Doors of Split Cathedral, by Žana Matulić Bilač. They also very kindly 
published an article about the earthquake by Mirta Pavić, from the Museum 
of Contemporary Art, in their April/May 2020 issue. These articles can also be 
viewed on our website.
On my last visit to Zagreb, earlier this spring, I was lucky to miss the earthquake 
and to return to my home in London just before all the restrictions were put in 
place. While there, I visited Split, by kindness of a friend, Mario Braun, who had 
just retired after many years at the Croatian Conservation Institute. Mario took 
me to Split and back in his own car, as travelling on public transport was already 
becoming questionable. The main purpose of my travel to Split was to visit the 
Franciscan friary of St Anthony at Poljud and see the room intended as the Study 
Room in memory of the late trustees of the International Trust for Croatian Monu-
ments. While in Split, we also visited the Archbishop's Archives, an important 
depository of documents relating to this area and going back for centuries. In 
the capable hands of two archivists, Don Slavko Kovačić and Dr Ivan Balta, the 
archives are safe. However, they need help in the way of conservation material, 
which, I hope, we shall be able to offer.

The cloister of the Franciscan 
Friary in Split 

Some of the documents in the Archbishop’s Archives in Split which we have been 
able to help since writing 
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STUDY ROOM IN MEMORY OF THE LATE TRUSTEES

The Study Room at the Franciscan Friary of St Anthony at Poljud, Split, has been 
created in memory of the former trustees of The International Trust for Croatian 
Monuments. They are Henry Beresford-Peirse, Sherban Cantacuzino, John Julius 
Norwich and Peter Stormonth Darling. My late husband, Sir Henry Grant de la Poer 
Beresford-Peirse, and I established this charitable trust in 1991 in order to help 
with the repair and restoration of Croatia's national heritage which was then in 
the process of being destroyed in the war in former Yugoslavia.

The Trust was initially under the wing of the International Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS, UK), to whom we have been most grateful ever since for giving 
us support and credibility until we were strong enough to stand on our own feet. 
Sherban Cantacuzino CBE was then Chairman of ICOMOS, UK and he became a 
trustee, together with the Viscount Norwich, Capt. Ante Jerković, my husband 
and I. Sir Roger de Grey, the then President of the Royal Academy of Arts, was 
also a trustee, until his untimely death in 1995.

With the passing of years, changes occurred. The trustees today are Sir Timothy 
Clifford, Anna Somers Cocks OBE and my two sons, Sir Henry Njerš de la Poer 
Beresford-Peirse and John de la Poer Beresford-Peirse. While a trustee, our dear 
friend Peter Stormonth Darling made a substantial financial contribution to create 

 With a group of young conservators, Split, March 2020 Luka Krešimir Stipić with his plaster model and the 
wooden model waiting to be carved.
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something in memory of the trustees who are no longer with us. This Study Room 
is the result.

I have always felt immensely grateful to all our trustees who, over the years, have 
made great contributions to our endeavours. The names of Sherban Cantacuzino 
and John Julius Norwich alone opened the doors to many immensely helpful peo-
ple in the UK, and the trustees' wider advice, support and contributions made all 
our work possible.

I hope that people coming to the Franciscan Friary of St Anthony at Poljud in Split 
will enjoy visiting the “Study Room” and that this quiet and secluded corner will 
be the inspiration for many generations of future researchers. The memory of 
these people, who have done so much to help Croatia in her hour of need, should 
never be forgotten. I can only express again my grateful thanks for their never 
failing support.

The main aims of the Trust have always been the preservation of the rich cultural 
heritage of Croatia. This Franciscan Friary holds important collections, among them 
the literary heritage of Marko Marulić, 1450 -1524, humanist and writer from Split, 
whose seven-book treatise on Christian ethics, the Evangelistery, was also in the 
library of King Henry VIII. A copy, annotated by the King himself, is today in the British 

Sherban Cantacuzino, 1928 - 2018, with his wife Anne 
and daughter Marina at Buckingham Palace in 1988 
upon receipt of his CBE

 John Julius Norwich, 1929 - 2018, with his wife, Mollie 
Norwich, and Jadranka Beresford-Peirse, Split 2004



M O S T  - Božić, 2020.

-91-

Baština

Library. There are historic documents, incunabula, prints and drawings, early books, 
that all witness the richness and significance of Croatian heritage in the European 
context. The “Study Room” will keep all these vital records in the best possible con-
dition to ensure their survival for many more centuries. It is worth every effort to 
achieve this, because the past brings us to the present on which we build our future.

The Trust has since 1991 organised many events to raise funds and awareness to res-
cue and restore monuments and works of art throughout Croatia. Among them are:

The first exhibition, “The Eyes of Truth,” which showed photographs of damage 
from the north to the south of Croatia, at The Building Centre in London in autumn 
1991. The exhibition continued in the following year at the Courtauld Institute of 
Art, The Royal Festival Hall and The Photographers' Gallery, all in London, and the 
Museu de Arte Antigua in Lisbon. It was also shown in 1993 at The Royal Institute 
of Architects in Scotland in Edinburgh. The costs of these exhibitions were born 
by the institutions themselves and there was much coverage in the British press.

In November 1992, Maestro Ivo Pogorelich gave his first recital in aid of Dubrovnik 
at the Royal Festival Hall, followed by a concert at the Palais des Beaux Arts in 
Brussels in 1994 with the Brussels Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of Uroš 
Lajovic, also in aid of Dubrovnik. Maestro Pogorelich gave another recital in London 
in 1999, in the Royal Festival Hall, in aid of Vukovar.

Peter Stormonth Darling in his study in the country Ivo Pogorelich with Ljerka Njerš and Jadranka 
Beresford-Peirse in Dubrovnik 2002
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In October 1992, Steinways and Sons, held an exhibition “Damage to Music Schools 
in Croatia”, which included photographs of historic organs which had also been 
damaged or destroyed.

The “Art for Art Auction” in aid of the cathedrals in Šibenik and Osijek was held 
at Bonhams in 1994, when over 90 artists donated their works, including 40 Royal 
Academicians.

The exhibition, “Royal Academicians in Dubrovnik”, was held in the Friends' Room 
at the Royal Academy of Arts in 1996, following the visit of six academicians to 
Dubrovnik in 1995. They were Norman Ackroyd, Anthony Eyton, Donald Hamilton 
Fraser, Paul Hogarth, Ken Howard and Brendan Neiland Our trustee at the time, 
Ante Jerković, arranged the travel and accommodation of the artists in Dubrovnik, 
for which I was always most grateful. With the percentage of sales that the Trust 
received from the exhibition in the Friends' Room, the allegorical sculpture of 
“Faith”, on the roof of the church of St Blaise in Dubrovnik, was restored. A per-
manent record of this exhibition today hangs in the British Embassy in Zagreb. 
The UK Government Collection Fund bought “The Raising of the Flag” by Anthony 
Eyton for this purpose.

Lecture by Sherban Cantacuzino on damage to architectural heritage of Croatia 
was held in the Royal Institute of British Architects in 2000.

John Julius Norwich gave a lecture on Alfred Gilbert at the Royal Geographical 
Society in 2003.

There have been three exhibitions devoted to the painter Vlaho Bukovac, 1855 – 
1922, held at the Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool in 2005, the Mercer Gallery in Har-
rogate, North Yorkshire, and at Bonhams, London, in 2006, curated by Alex Kidson.

A further exhibition dedicated to the Croatian soprano, Milka Trnina, 1865 – 1943, 
who was the first to sing the role of Tosca in London, was held at the Royal Opera 
House in 2006/7.

The book, Croatia: Aspects of Art, Architecture and Cultural Heritage, Frances 
Lincoln, 2009, sponsored by Ina, Industrija nafte d.d., and by Jadranski Naftovod, 
Joint Stock Co. (Janaf), for its second edition in 2011.
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An exhibition on the life and work of the scientist, polymath and diplomat, Roger 
Joseph Boscovich, S.J., F.R.S., 1711 – 1787, was held at the Royal Society in London 
from November 2011 – February 2012, marking the 300th anniversary of the birth 
of Boscovich and 250th anniversary of his becoming a Fellow of the Royal Society.

Lecture by Ljerka Dulibić on the the collector and founder of the Gallery of Old 
Masters in Zagreb, Bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer, 1815 – 1905, was held at the 
Wallace Collection in 2013.

Concert in memory of Sir Henry Grant de la Poer Beresford-Peirse, the founder 
of the International Trust for Croatian Monuments, was held at the Holy Trinity, 
Sloane Square, in June 2015, with Piers Lane, piano, Ivana Lazar, soprano, and 
Dubravka Šeparović Musović, mezzo-soprano, both Ivana and Dubravka from 
the Zagreb Opera House.

The Trust has supported restoration of churches, cathedrals, museums, libraries, 
gardens and works of art. With the help of British specialists, we have supported 
book and paper conservation in Croatia and established a stained glass workshop 
in Osijek. We have tried to revive the growing of flax and making of beautiful linen 
in and around Ivanic Grad, east of Zagreb, a project that remains active today. The 
Trust has also helped with the education and training of young conservators and 
restorers at institutions of excellence in Great Britain, including St Paul's Cathe-
dral, the City & Guilds of London Art School, the Victoria & Albert Museum, The 
British Museum and Weymouth College. We believe the education and training of 
young people is the best investment of our resources. We also support Croatian 
students and scholars in the advancement of their research by attending courses 
and conferences in Croatia and abroad. We also feel that subscribing them to schol-
arly journals is important, opening a window to the art world of other countries.

While in Zagreb, I met the team from the Conservation Department of the Acad-
emy of Fine Arts, headed by Zvjezdana Jembrih, who are involved in the making 
of a replica of the polychrome Gothic sculpture of “Madonna and Child” from the 
pilgrimage church of St James in Očura, Zagorje, the hills behind Zagreb. Luka 
Krešimir Stipić, who is carving the sculpture as his post-graduate project, showed 
us his work. It is going well and this will also be a fitting memorial to our friend, 
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Dr Anthea Brook, who was devoted to Croatia and always ready to help with the 
work of the Trust.

In my work for the International Trust for Croatian Monuments, which will mark, 
God willing, its 30th anniversary in December next year, I have only encountered 
kindness and understanding from people from all walks of life. Be they profes-
sionals, in all branches of art, or people who loved Croatia, they have all helped 
me to achieve what we have achieved so far. I thank them all. Nothing could have 
been achieved without the financial support of many and here I thank most fer-
vently the Headley Trust, the Sandy and Zorica Glen Charitable Foundation, the 
Attingham Trust, Alan and Marija Templeton, Philippa and Marvin Carsley, the 
Samuel Storey Charitable Trust for their continuing support. I must also express 
my gratitude to His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales and His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Gloucester for their interest and help from the beginning.

Jadranka Beresford-Peirse

Lady Thatcher with Henry Beresford-Peirse, 1933 - 2013, and Jadranka Beresford-Peirse at the Croatian Embassy, 
London, in the 1990s.
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