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In King Charles Il Birthday List of Honours, in June this year, | received an MBE,
“For Services to DK/Croatia relations, to Philanthropy and to the Protection of
Cultural Heritage in Croatia”. | am deeply moved by this honour, and | thank here
the many specialists and institutions in this country who have helped me along
the way during these last 33 years. | would also like to thank the many specialists
and institutions in Croatia who responded so positively to all the different projects
that we had undertaken. My thanks are due, most specifically, to my English ben-
efactors, who, by their kind and generous donations, made it all possible. | thank
you all. Without your help and devotion, it would have never been possible. It is
an honour and a responsibility which | must try and justify.

In October last year | travelled to Zagreb and upon arrival continued an intensive
tour of Split, Sibenik and Zadar, again by courtesy of Mario Braun who very kindly
drove me to all these places and then back to Zagreb.
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In Split, our main objective was to visit the Franciscan Friary at Poljud where the
Memorial Room, financed by the Trust, is now finished and ready to receive visitors
and scholars alike. Very soon, a leaflet will be published in Croatian and English
explaining who we are remembering in this room and why. It is in memory of our
past trustees who are no longer with us and who had, throughout many years,
contributed greatly to the Trust’s achievements. They are John Julius Norwich,
Sherban Cantacuzino, Peter Stormonth Darling and my late husband, Henry Grant
De La Poer Beresford-Peirse.

The Trust financed the complete restoration of this room, which is now secure
and has all the latest equipment necessary to keep the contents safe and sound.
The most important and the oldest documents held by the Friary are now in con-
servation cupboards and protected in their individua! boxes and the room can
stand as anindependent unit whatever else may happen to the rest of the library.
Itis hoped that one day the library will be completely restored by EU funding. We
had two young book conservators, Mia Perkovic and Klaudija Hozjan, working on
the 16" and 17" century books and documents, their work also financed by the
Trust, and all these collections are now in good order. Any restoration needed
to be done to some of these items will be paid for by the Ministry of Culture of
Croatia. For example, in April this year, Mia Perkovic, who was the first to work
on the collections and who now works for the National and University Library
in Zagreb, took an important book by Marko Marulic, published in Paris in 1585,
“De religiose pieque vivendi institutione “ to conserve in Zagreb. The book was
heavily damaged, especially the binding, the front of the modem date, with much
sellotapein use, discolouring, foxing and tears. The conservation of this one book
alone will cost over 5,000 Euros.

The last conservator to work in the library was Heidi Vukovic, who put into order
the very large collection of the 18" c. books. Heidi left in May to complete her
diploma work and her work in the library was paid by the Franciscans. These
were 170 books from the 15" and 16t c., 284 from the 17" c. and 1261 books from
the 18" c. Altogether 1715 books, all in much better order now and ready to face a
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The Friary of St Lawrence, Sibenik, which our Trust, with the generous help of the Headley Trust, has significantly
helped with conservation cupboards and equipment.

more secure future. The whole of the 16" century collection is now registered as
cultural goods of Croatia, with the highest distinction as of “national significance”.

In Sibenik, under the guidance of Zeljko Krncevic, director of Sibenik museums,
and his wife, Karmen, we visited both the Franciscan Friary of St Francis, which
belongs to the Zadar Province of St Jeronimus and the Friary of St Lawrence which
belongs to the Split Province.

The church of St Francis is 15" century or older and contains one of the oldest
organs in Croatia. Their library has 161 incunabula and 148 codexes and, as they
say, it used to be the “cradle of the written word”. Many years ago, Marin Barisic,
stone conservator who trained in this country under our auspices, urged Henry
and | to go and see this library which was, as Marin said, in a very precarious
condition. And indeed, it was. When Henry and | visited it, there were buckets
all over the place to catch the dripping water, there were the unmistakeable
traces of mice and other creatures doing their work. We were so lucky, Nicholas
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BASTINA

The processional cross, stolen and The replica of the 15th century ~ Andrea Schiavone, detail
found, Franciscans, Zadar sculpture of Mother and Child in  of a painting “Mother and Child”
the pilgrimage church of St James,
Ocurje, Zagorje

Pickwoad and the late Robert Child visited the library, spent some time there
and for several months Diana Bolanca, the Ministry of Culture Conservation
Department in Sibenik, was sending Robert boxes with specimen of the crea-
tures found. It was then that the National and University Library in Zagreb sent
a group of conservators who completely emptied the contents of the library,
the room was thoroughly restored, and the latest security equipment installed.
Then the conservators from Zagreb came back to Sibenik and returned all the
contents to the library in the best of orders.

The Friary of St Lawrence is some steps up from the Cathedral of St James. We
were welcomed there by the new custodian, Fra Josip Klaric. The previous one,
Fra Mate Topic, who | had known quite well, had sadly died in the meantime. We
had bought conservation cupboards and a de-humidifier for this friary and a team
from the National and University Library in Zagreb also came and worked here.
On one occasion, the visit of these conservators coincided with mine, which was

THE BRIDGE -Christmas, 2024
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a great delight. This friary has an important collection of books and incunabula,
also paintings, the latter mainly transferred to the friary on Visovac, an idyllic is-
land within the falls of the river Krka. There was a devoted couple who helped Fra
Mate in the everyday care of the friary. The friary has a lovely, botanical garden,
now let, but it also faces major construction works.

I would like to acknowledge here again my profound thanks, especially to the
Headley Trust, who generously enabled us to buy such conservation cupboards
for many churches in Croatia.

In ZADAR, we visited the Friary of St Francis of Assisi belonging to the Province
of St Jerome. The custodian now is Fra Stipe Nosic, an old friend, who used to
run the Franciscans in Dubrovnik. We very much wanted to see the processional
cross which had been stolen many years ago and first noticed by Donal Cooper
in the Amadeo Lia Museum in La Spezia, Italy, and identified as the one stolen
from Zadar. After alot of work on both sides and many years later, the cross was
returned to Croatia. This happy story was published in the Burlington Magazine,
October and November issues 2023, for which | am very grateful. This can be
found on the Trusts’s website, www.croatiamnonument.org. This friary also
has a large library.

The following week with my brother, Ivica Njers, we visited the small town of
Nasice in the east of Croatia, where many members of our family are buried. We
then continued to Osijek, the capital of Slavonia, where we visited, “Theodora”,
the stained-glass workshop, which we founded with the help of Dame Elizabeth
Cole, then the director of the Victoria & Albert Museum, and her stained-glass
specialist Drew Anderson. This time, they were working on the stained-glass
windows by Ivo Dulcic, a well-known Croatian artist, from the church of St Francis
in Zagreb which was badly damaged in the earthquakes in 2020.

We then continued to the Museum of Fine Arts and saw the exhibition, “Andrea
Meldolla Schiavone - Printmaking Genius of Mannerism”. The catalogue of this
exhibition can be bought at Thomas Heneage Art Books, John Sandoe’s and
South Kensington Books. The Trust made a financial contribution towards the
printing of this catalogue. We also contributed towards the costs of the book,
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“Guide for the Preventive Care of Moveable Heritage after Earthquakes”, pub-
lished by the Croatian branch of the International Institute of Conservation.

In Zagreb, | just had time to visit the St James’s Chapel in Ocura, Zagorje, and
see the copy of the Gothic sculpture of “Mother and Child”, in situ, made by two
students at the Academy of Fine Arts, Conservation Department, also financed
by the Trust. Interestingly, the Conservation Department of the Zagreb Academy
are considering undertaking conservation work on the black “Madonna and
Child” from the nearby Marija Bistrica pilgrimage church. “Black”, due to hun-
dreds of years of candlelight, being hidden in cellars during Turkish attacks. This
Madonnais dressed by nuns in different clothes for different church occasions
and one of her dresses was recently woven by one of our weavers, Nevenka
Radocaj. Nevenka is now our only weaver in Croatia and her beautiful towels
can still be bought at “Postcard Teas”.

In my 2023 report, when talking about Dubrovnik, | forgot to mention two impor-
tant sons of Dubrovnik: the scientist, polymath and Jesuit priest, Rudjer Boskovic,
FRS, 1711-1787, whose 300" anniversary of birth we marked with an exhibition at
the Royal Society in 2011. The painter, Vlaho Bukovac, 1855 - 1922, is well known
in central Europe and at home. In this country we organised three exhibitions
which related to his English patrons, Samson Fox from Harrogate and Richard
LeDoux from Liverpool. The exhibitions were curated by Alex Kidson and held in
the Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool, the Mercer Gallery in Harrogate and Bonhams,
London, in 2005/6.

It is with great sadness that | have to report the premature death of the art his-
torian, Radoslav Tomic, member of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts.
Radoslav was a dear friend and particularly helpful in our work on the library of
the Franciscan Friary at Poljud, Split. He will be greatly missed by his family and
many friends around the world. An article about Radoslav Tomic can be found on
our website, www.croatianmonuments.org.

Zagrebis still looking sad, scaffolding everywhere, following the earthquakes four
years ago. The holdings of most of the museums are in storage, their buildings
under reconstruction. During my stay in February, | was very happy to see the very

46



BASTINA

The cloister of the Franciscan Friary Sibenik Cathedral The Academy of the Sciences and
at Poljud, Split Arts, under scaffolding, four years
since the earthquakes

large and impressive exhibition of the sculptor lvan Mestrovic, 1883 - 1962, held
at Klovicevi Dvori Gallery. Sadly, no announcements of this important exhibition
were sent to any art magazine in this country.

The Zagreb daily, Vecernji List, wrote in June, just before the elections for the Eu-
ropean Parliament: “Britain is, sadly, not only out, but also far from Europe. This
is a great regret for the European Parliament as the British Europeans brought
into the discussions not only eloquence and humour, but also the spirit which
characterises their Westminster. By their departure all this has gone”.

We continue to support scholars in their research and travels and to supply them
with subscriptions to art journals, which | feel is very important to continue.

Jadranka Beresford-Peirse MBE
Founder and Trustee

MO ST -Bozi¢, 2024.
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