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The book CROATIA, Aspects of Art, Architecture and Cultural Heritage, published
by Frances Lincoln, was launched in London at H&wutheran Ltd in November last year. |
thank HE The Croatian Ambassador Dr lvica Tomic kol Norwich for giving the address
and Sotheran’s and their trustees for the oppdsttimilaunch the book in their splendid
bookshop. Most of the contributors to the book arahy other people came to the launch and
| thank them all and | am particularly gratefullame Jennifer Jenkins, a member of the
Committees of Honour for the concerts with MaestmPogorelich that the Trust had
organised in the past, for coming.

In Zagreb, the book was launched in the perfdtingeof the Museum of Arts and
Crafts, a “cousin” of the Victoria & Albert Museunm, February 2010. | am most grateful to
the director of the Museum, Mr Miroslav Gasparowiagd his able staff who organised the
launch and to Algoritam Bookshop, the British Cdland Hotel Dubrovnik in Zagreb for
their support. Representatives of the Ministry aft@re and all major museums and art
institutions were present, including Miljenko Doamj, the head conservator of the Ministry
of Culture, and Mrs Stjepan Mesic, the wife of themer President of Croatia. Three
contributors to the book were present: Josko Belamaranko Kirigin and, from England,
Sir Timothy Clifford. Tim and Jane Clifford wereagt ambassadors for their country on this
occasion. During their few days in Zagreb, theytedall the major collections and, under
the guidance of members of the Croatian Consernvétistitute, several of their conservation
workshops where they saw much fascinating matevigich may result in publication. | wish
to record my thanks to all who came and suppottedaunch.

The book has been well reviewed in scholarly jalgiin England, Croatia and the
United States and it is selling well. Its desigithwhe impressive photographs at our
disposal, has received much praise, for whichnmkhdaria Charalambous, the designer for
Frances Lincoln. We hope that the book remainsaadiefor a long time and leads to further
research.

Henry and | were in Dubrovnik at the beginning-ebruary for the Feast of St
Blaise, their patron saint. It is always a rewagdixperience to see the devotion and faith of
the people of Dubrovnik and its surroundings tarteaint and the importance they attach to
preserving this long tradition, now in its 163gear. In 2009 the St Blaise Festival was
included on the UNESCO List of Non-Material Worl@ittage. As always, we visited the
Franciscan and the Dominican monasteries and Silg, the regional branch of the Croatian
Conservation Institute. There is evidence of pregeverywhere and the dedication of the
priests and conservators to their various taskapsessive. Henry and | are grateful to Goran
and Renata Strok for giving us such a welcomeaeir thotel in Dubrovnik, the Excelsior.

We had two more reasons for visiting Dubrovnikhéd time. In Cavtat, an exhibition
of paintings by Vlaho Bukovac, 1855 — 1922, waepen at the Bukovac Museum. This was
a donation of ten paintings, which had been giee@avtat by the late Sir Alexander and
Lady Glen through the Sandi and Zorica Glen Chalet&ettlement. Zorica Glen was a step
grand daughter of Vlaho Bukovac and it is apprdpribat these rather intimate paintings are
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now in the artist’s town of birth. We were gladttReobin Holland-Matrtin, trustee of the Glen
Charitable Settlement, was able to be present.

At the same time in Cilipi, in their Ethnographiddliseum, an exhibition of our
“Flax and Linen Workshop” from Ivanic Grad, neaigfeb, was taking place. A weaver and
a loom and several representatives of the Linenké¥mp arrived and it is hoped that this
linen exhibition will lead to others, encouragimg tpreservation of old crafts. We all stayed,
including Dr Anthea Brook, a long-term supportetha Trust, as guests of Marina Desin,
curator of the Ethnographical Museum in Cilipi hier home in Cavtat.

I am glad to be able to report that Mate Pribilpvitho completed his one year course
in Historic Stone Carving at the City & Guilds obhdon Art School last summer with a full
scholarship from the Headley Trust, is now workiogthe Croatian Conservation Institute in
Pula on their big project of cleaning and presantile Roman Arena. We found Katija
Hrepic, who spent three months at the British Mus@s an intern in their Textile
Conservation Department last autumn, working inréagn a pre-historic blanket, a shroud
about 3600 years old, found in Livno, Bosnia, 849t looked a real puzzle, pieces of wool
laid flat, which they hope to put together one dagrdana Car, who spent 6 months in the
Textile Conservation Department of the Victoria dbért Museum in 2004, was working on
a Renaissance bed cover from the Rector’s Palaselhn in Dubrovnik. The Textile
Conservation Department of the Croatian Consematistitute in Zagreb is a real treasure
trove of beautiful objects. At the time of our ¥jsind also seen by Tim and Jane Clifford,
they were working on two altar frontals, botH"I&ntury and based on cartoons by Paolo
Veneziano and stitched in Venice, one from Dobranjghe island of Krk and the other from
the Benedictine convent in Zadar. They had beerentadrder for the two convents.

The work on the cleaning of Diocletian’s PeriststeSplit, where a number of
students who had been helped in their studiesdi thst, are employed, will continue for
another three years.

This summer, Jelena Bandur completed her two-yestrgiploma course in
conservation at the City & Guilds of London Art $oh We have also helped Ivo Kipre from
Konavle to complete a year’s training in furnitw@servation at the New Buckinghamshire
University at High Wycombe. With a kind donatioorn the Glen Charitable Settlement we
have been able to support the following projedss ybar: the conservation workshop on the
island of Lopud, we have sent a supply of cons@manaterial to the State Archives in
Zadar and enabled a book and paper conservatogdbiec, from the State Archives in
Rijeka, to attend a seminar by Professor Christoterkson in November. We hope that a
paper conservator from Zadar may come next yeanastern to the Library at Durham
University. With a small donation, we have alsgoeel a conservator from Split to attend a
conference in Istanbul this autumn, organised byiikernational Institute of Conservation.

A full list of all students supported by the Trtlstoughout the years can now be
found on our web site, www.croatianmonuments.avgh grateful thanks to the architect,
David Wylie.

The work in the Renaissance garden of the poettidahucic on Hvar continues.
With kind donations from a number of people, inghgdfriends of Colonel Edward Cowan
who visited the garden and other places in Crdastasummer, we now have enough funds
for three more pillars. We shall concentrate onfttoal point of the garden, the fountain in
the middle and the pillars and planting surrounding/e also hope that the Croatian
Conservation Institute will become involved in @reject.

A book and paper conservator, Karen Vidler, speméek in Zagreb in June holding
lectures and workshops in the Croatian State AsshiConservators from regional State
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Archives attended and, according to reports, mua$ learned. Karen brought along samples
of different material, including leather, and ouust will help to obtain books for the
Archives. Karen may return some time in the futuhen conservators from other institutions
will be invited too. While at the Archives, | sagan some of the books from the collection
of the Franciscan monastery in Vukovar. In 199&ytivere taken away and kept in Serbia
for a number of years and now need urgent treatritiémietre are about 480 books waiting to
be preserved and we hope that, with kindness gflpewe may be able to make a
contribution again. However, thinking of the enotadask they face, the preservation of so
many damaged books with insufficient hands andihg)d recall a suggestion from an
American art historian friend, Lynn Roberts. Lymotght that we should try and involve
students of paper and book conservation from Westauntries, especially the United States,
where they simply do not have any longer any dach&dgeks to repair. This would give the
students an excellent opportunity to gain valuaislgerience and be of lasting benefit to the
collection. |1 would be grateful for advice and segiipns on this matter.

On our visit to Zagreb in June, we had a happyvdtty the linen project, organised
by the director of the Open University in Ivanica@r Palma Klun Posavec. A field of flax
was planted again this year, the plants were lowgh&althy looking and if the weather is
kind, we hope to have a good harvest. Althoughighesssmall project, we have revived the
growing of flax and the art of weaving and looms afd tools have been restored and are in
use again. It gives everybody much pleasure amdrasult we have beautiful, traditional
towels and other linen products. In order for thgjgxt to survive, they need to be sold. |
always have some at home and | would like to tregdin the people who help us to sell
them in this country; Volga Linen, Swann’s Way, feasd Teas, Livingston Studio and
maybe next year again, Dalesford Organics.

In January this year, | was asked in Zagreb to fietpan untraced portrait of the
eminent Croatian scientist, mathematician, archifsmet, diplomat and Jesuit priest Rudjer
Boskovic FRS, 1711 — 1787, painted by Robert Edge,R730 — 1788, in 1760. In my
search, much interesting material has emerged amdbvihope that the portrait will be found.
To mark the 30D anniversary of the birth of Boskovic next yeae foyal Society may
mount a display of his works in November 2011.

Next year will also mark the #Ganniversary of the International Trust for Croatia
Monuments.

I would be glad, as ever, to give more informatonany of the points raised in this
progress report.
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