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Visits to Zagreb, Trogir, Split, Hvar, Zaostrog,
Kostanje, Sibenik and Zadar

I would like to thank again all our family and friends for their great kindnesses when my husband, Henry,
died suddenly at the end of January. In this time of grief, your expressions of sympathy and feelings for us
have sustained us and we are grateful. The fire, which occurred in mid-September last year on the first floor
of the house in Cadogan Square where we live, has not helped and we are still living with its consequences.
Henry can never be replaced, but I know that as far as our Trust is concerned, our sons, Henry and Johnny,
who now become trustees, will follow in their father's footsteps. Peter Stormonth Darling, a very old friend
of Henry's and of the family, also becomes a trustee. Peter has supported the Trust since the beginning and he
has now given a substantial donation in memory of Henry. This will be used for a special project, not yet
defined, and will celebrate Henry's commitment for the success of the Trust.

Henry and I had the intention of going to Dalmatia in May this year with a particular aim. To visit, among
other projects, the churches and friaries where we had recently invested funds entrusted to us by the Headley
Trust for the preservation of historic church vestments. It was to be a longer trip, not just rushing from one
place to another, but perhaps having a little holiday in between and enjoying the company of our friends and
the places we visit. This was not to be. However, Johnny was able to take a week's holiday and I was glad to
have him to accompany me.

Our first port of call was TROGIR. Josko Belamaric and Ana Sverko kindly met us and took us around the
town, where a Medieval Fair was in full swing. The great excitement was the Cathedral of St Lawrence, now
completely cleaned also on the inside, the stone walls, once pitch black, shining white. It is a wonderful sight
and I only hope that soon the same will be done on the inside of the Cathedral of St Jacob's in Sibenik.

We wanted to see the progress in the Garagnin Park in Trogir, about which I wrote in my 2011 report. We
were not able to enter the park because of a sudden infestation of ticks, but there is progress nevertheless.
Ana Sverko, working together with Igor Belamaric, a landscape architect, have drawn a plan, registered all
the existing trees and applied for funding from a UN agency. We hope that work will begin soon. Henry was
very interested in this park and gave Ana sound advice how to begin with the clearing and its consequent
replanting.

Our next port of call was HVAR and the Renaissance garden of the poet Hanibal Lucic. The Leche Trust
have kindly pledged a donation towards new pillars and released some of it, which enabled us to purchase
the stone for the carving of the new pillars. Ivan Sikavica and a colleague are working on these and we hope
that they will be in place by the end of the summer. Ivan has also collected fragments of old pillars, has
documented it all and will save and reuse all that he can. We had a few hours in the garden with the curator,
Nives Tomasevic, Marinko Petricevic, Edward Cowan.and Ivan. We hope that with the help of the Ministry
of Culture and local authorities all other works in the garden will be accomplished before long and replanting
will finally start. In Hvar, we also visited the church of the Holy Spirit, a historic confraternity of St
Nicholas, its traditions zealously kept, which we have supplied, by kindness of the Headley Trust, with
conservation chests for both their vestments and archival collection.

Zaostrog, about 120 km south of Split, and the Franciscan friary dating to about mid 15" century, was one of
the main points of our visit. From the Headley Trust donation we bought for them six large conservation
chests for their rich collection of church vestments, some dating to the 16" century, We travelled to Zaostrog
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with Jurica Matijevic, from the Conservation Department of the Academy of Arts in Split and one of our ex-
students, and Ivana Svedruzic Separovic from the Ministry of Culture. The friary occupies a large complex,
with a lovely church and cloister, surrounded by orchards and olive groves. It has a considerable botanical
and a vegetable garden and a commercial camp site, which bear witness to the importance of this centre of
learning in the past and its sustenance today. The friary has an extensive library, including 28 incunabula and
many documents relating to the Turkish occupation of this part of Croatia. The library certainly needs help
with preservation and storage of books and archives. Their remarkable collection of historic church
vestments is now safely stored in conservation chests, having first been carefully examined and prepared by
a team of textile conservators from the Croatian Conservation Institute from Zagreb. The same conservators
will return in the autumn to attend to their equally substantial collection of ethnographic material, which
deserves attention and preservation. In the church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary there are
remains of a possibly important historic organ. The friary offers accommodation to tourists, including
breakfast and dinner, with produce from their own garden, at extremely acceptable prices! I hear that since
our visit they have done much work in their museum, too. Among their holdings, there is a large 18" century
painting, author unknown, with, apparently, the first depiction of a Dalmatian dog, the only “Dalmatian” I
have ever seen in Dalmatia! There is no doubt that self-sustainability should be and can be an aim in
conjunction with restoration and that culture can be a source of economic and social benefit for the local
population.

We continued to Kostanje and the church of St Michael The Archangel about which I wrote in my last year's
report. In the parish house, we saw the chests which we had supplied for them, with vestments beautifully
stored and safe for generations to come. We were shown some of the other treasures recently found in the
parish, some waiting for conservation and some paintings already on display in the church having undergone
conservation treatment by students at the Academy of Arts in Split. The journey from the coast to the
hinterland along the gorges of the river Cetina is quite breathtaking.

Skradin, in the diocese of Sibenik where the river Krka joins the sea and the Krka National Park begins, and
its parish church of The Nativity of St Mary, was our next destination. From the Headley Trust donation, we
supplied them with eight large chests for their extremely rich and important collection of historic church
vestments. This is where we met for the first time the textile historian Silvija Banic who was responsible for
initiating the whole of this project, as [ described in my 2011 Progress Report. The team of textile
conservators from the Croatian Conservation Institute had been to Skradin on two occasions prior to our
visit, worked and prepared the vestments and placed them securely in the chests. Silvija and Dijana Bolanca
from the Ministry of Culture, Conservation Department, Sibenik, consequently spent several days
cataloguing and describing the collection which consists of 254 items, including five pieces from the 16"
century, eight from 17", 44 from 18", 39 from 19" and eight from the beginnings of the 20" century. There
are similar pieces in the textile collections of the Victoria & Albert and other museums in Europe.

In Skradin, Zaostrog and Kostanje Johnny and I were warmly welcomed by the parish priests and other
members of their community and offered wonderful gifts of wine, oil, honey and jam, all made either by the
priests themselves or other helping hands.

We were in Split on 7" May, the day of their patron saint, St Doimius. The procession, which Henry and I
had witnessed once before, is impressive, with people from the surrounding country present in large
numbers. The cleaning and conservation of Diocletian's Peristyle, after ten years of consistent work, is
finally finished. The team who worked on this impressive project, which included four stone conservators
who our Trust had supported during their training at Weymouth College in England, received a special award
for this achievement and an exhibition at the Town Hall showed different stages of progress to great acclaim.
(See the July issue of The Art Newspaper for more information). One of the buildings opposite the cathedral
entrance, a part of the Peristyle, will become the Museum of Religious Art, which, at the time, showed a
wonderful exhibition of photographs of little churches around Split by Zivko Bacic, to whom we are deeply
indebted for many photographs that he had very kindly given us to use in the book, Croatia: Aspects of Art,
Architecture and Cultural Heritage, published by Frances Lincoln in 2009.

I am glad that we were able to help the Academy of Arts in Split last March to organise an oil on canvas five-
day workshop given by Professor Richard Wolbers of the University of Delaware, which was well attended
and of great use to the students.



On the way from Split to Skradin with Jurica Matijevic and a young paintings conservator Lana Kekez, who
has also helped with our projects in Skradin and Zaostrog, we stopped in Sibenik. There we visited an old
army building, recently restored by the Croatian Conservation Institute. It is hoped that one day this may
become an international centre of conservation. In the meantime, the dormitories are used by stone
conservators from the Institute who will be working on the cleaning of the inside of St Jacob's Cathedral.
Scaffolding was already up around the apse and different methods of cleaning were being tested. Funds
permitting, work will continue.

Our last port of call was Zadar, We visited the State Archives which we have now supplied for several years
running with conservation material, acid-free tissue paper and cardboard, which they have been using with
great care and diligence to help preserve their important and extensive collections of documents. Much of
this was funded by The Sandy and Zorica Glen Charitable Settlement, for which we are indeed grateful. The
same charity continues to support the International Workshop on the island of Lopud, where we have done so
every year since 2007. In September each year a group of students and their teachers from several
universities in Europe gather on Lopud and spend two weeks restoring paintings and other works of art from
the many churches on the island and our contributions go towards their sustenance. We have full reports of
all the work they have done so far. In Zadar, we also visited the library of the Franciscan friary. Students and
their teachers from the University of Zadar have been working there since 2008, trying to help preserve their
extensive collections. Much clearing and cleaning and cataloguing has been done and conditions for better
preservation of their holdings created. We have renewed our offer of help with conservation materials.

During the last year we have helped two post-graduate students towards their PhD fees. Another student may
be coming to London this autumn. We hope that the Flax and Linen Project in Ivanic Grad will survive, it is
always a question of sales. Flax was planted this year again. The towels are still available from Postcard Teas
and the Livingstone Studio and from my home. More about it can be found on our website. I am particularly
happy that in Zagreb we have been able to buy for the Textile Department of the Croatian Conservation
Institute dyes made in this country near Leeds, which will make the work of these devoted conservators
much easier.

The Linen Project led to a major exhibition at the Royal Opera House in 2006, celebrating the life and work
of the soprano Milka Ternina, 1863 — 1941, Milka Ternina was born in Vezisce, where we planted our first
flax in 1997 with the kind support of Nina Campbell. In Ivanic Grad I saw some years previously an
exhibition devoted to this famous daughter of the region. It was obvious at a first glance that even local
museums in Croatia hold a wonderful Ternina legacy and that an exhibition at the Royal Opera House, where
Ternina was the first Tosca and where she performed to great acclaim, would be the right place for an
exhibition, This was organised by The Royal Opera House and the Museum of the City of Zagreb and four of
her magnificent costumes, designed by the English artist Percy Anderson, were restored for this purpose.
This years marks the 150" anniversary of Ternina's birth. Concerts were held in Zagreb and Kriz, near
Vezisce, a stamp was issued in her honour and a major monograph published. Photographs of this
exceptional singer and more about her can be also found on our website.

Croatia is now a member of the EU. It will be easier to assist students coming to train in this country and it
will be cheaper to send bank transfers to Croatia. I salute this development!

THE WELCOME CROATIA FESTIVAL organised in this country by the British Croatian Society and other
organisations, was rich and varied in events and our contribution to the Festival was a lecture at the Wallace
Collection on Bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer as a collector. I would like to thank the Wallace Collection for
their kind cooperation. ¢

Although we have no clues as to the whereabouts of the portrait of Roger Joseph Boscovich by Robert Edge
Pine, 1760, our search continues.

As ever, I would be happy to give more information on any subject raised in this progress report.
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