


with Jurica Matijevic, from the Conservation Department of the Academy of Arts in Split and one of our ex-

students, and Ivana Svedruzic Separovic from the Ministry of Culture. The friary occupies a large complex, 

with a lovely church and cloister, surrounded by orchards and olive groves. It has a considerable botanical 

and a vegetable garden and a commercial camp site, which bear witness to the importance of this centre of 

learning in the past and its sustenance today. The friary has an extensive library, including 28 incunabula and 

many documents relating to the Turkish occupation of this part of Croatia. The library certainly needs help 

with preservation and storage of books and archives. Their remarkable collection of historic church 

vestments is now safely stored in conservation chests, having first been carefully examined and prepared by 

a team of textile conservators from the Croatian Conservation Institute from Zagreb. The same conservators 

will return in the autumn to attend to their equally substantial collection of ethnographic material, which 

deserves attention and preservation. In the church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary there are 

remains of a possibly important historic organ. The friary offers accommodation to tourists, including 

breakfast and dinner, with produce from their own garden, at extremely acceptable prices! I hear that since 

our visit they have done much work in their museum, too. Among their holdings, there is a large 18
th
 century 

painting, author unknown, with, apparently, the first depiction of a Dalmatian dog, the only “Dalmatian” I 

have ever seen in Dalmatia! There is no doubt that self-sustainability should be and can be an aim in 

conjunction with restoration and that culture can be a source of economic and social benefit for the local 

population. 

 

We continued to Kostanje and the church of St Michael The Archangel about which I wrote in my last year's 

report. In the parish house, we saw the chests which we had supplied for them, with vestments beautifully 

stored and safe for generations to come. We were shown some of the other treasures recently found in the 

parish, some waiting for conservation and some paintings already on display in the church having undergone 

conservation treatment by students at the Academy of Arts in Split. The journey from the coast to the 

hinterland along the gorges of the river Cetina is quite breathtaking. 

 

Skradin, in the diocese of Sibenik where the river Krka joins the sea and the Krka National Park begins, and 

its parish church of The Nativity of St Mary, was our next destination. From the Headley Trust donation, we 

supplied them with eight large chests for their extremely rich and important collection of historic church 

vestments. This is where we met for the first time the textile historian Silvija Banic who was responsible for 

initiating the whole of this project, as I described in my 2011 Progress Report. The team of textile 

conservators from the Croatian Conservation Institute had been to Skradin on two occasions prior to our 

visit, worked and prepared the vestments and placed them securely in the chests. Silvija and Dijana Bolanca 

from the Ministry of Culture, Conservation Department, Sibenik, consequently spent several days 

cataloguing and describing the collection which consists of 254 items, including five pieces from the 16
th
 

century, eight from 17
th
, 44 from 18

th
, 39 from 19

th
 and eight from the beginnings of the 20

th
 century. There 

are similar pieces in the textile collections of the Victoria & Albert and other museums in Europe.   

 

In Skradin, Zaostrog and Kostanje Johnny and I were warmly welcomed by the parish priests and other 

members of their community and offered wonderful gifts of wine, oil, honey and jam, all made either by the 

priests themselves or other helping hands.  

 

We were in Split on 7
th
 May, the day of their patron saint, St Doimius. The procession, which Henry and I 

had witnessed once before, is impressive, with people from the surrounding country present in large 

numbers. The cleaning and conservation of Diocletian's Peristyle, after ten years of consistent work, is 

finally finished. The team who worked on this impressive project, which included four stone conservators 

who our Trust had supported during their training at Weymouth College in England, received a special award 

for this achievement and an exhibition at the Town Hall showed different stages of progress to great acclaim.  

(See the July issue of The Art Newspaper for more information). One of the buildings opposite the cathedral 

entrance, a part of the Peristyle, will become the Museum of Religious Art, which, at the time, showed a 

wonderful exhibition of photographs of little churches around Split  by Zivko Bacic, to whom we are deeply 

indebted for many photographs that he had very kindly given us to use in the book, Croatia: Aspects of Art, 

Architecture and Cultural Heritage, published by Frances Lincoln in 2009. 

 

I am glad that we were able to help the Academy of Arts in Split last March to organise an oil on canvas five-

day workshop given by Professor Richard Wolbers of the University of Delaware, which was well attended 

and of great use to the students. 








