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YEAR 2016 MARKS THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORK OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

TRUST FOR CROATIAN MONUMENTS 
 

WITH MANY THANKS TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS  
 
PROGRESS REPORT 2016 
 
Visits to Croatia in September/October 2015 and May 2016 
 
Last autumn, I was a happy and grateful recipient of a Special Mention, an out of ordinary category of the 
VICKO ANDRIĆ awards, given annually by the Ministry of Culture to individuals and institutions for their 
efforts in the preservation of Croatian cultural heritage. The awards, started in 2004, are given for Life and 
Annual Achievement and for Contribution to the Life of Local Communities in the field of conservation.This 
is in memory of Vicko Andrić, 1793 – 1866, an architect and surveyor  and the first Croatian conservator, 
responsible for preservation of many monuments in Croatia. The public at large, professionals and 
institutions, can nominate people who they think deserve such honours and I would like to express my thanks 
to those who proposed my name and to those who supported their proposition. 
 
Last autumn, I visited for the first time the Town Museum in SISAK, Roman SISCIA, a treasure trove of 
archaeological finds, from all periods, including Roman, who were settled there from the 1st  to the 4th 
century AD. The Museum had recently employed a conservator and wanted to establish a conservation 
workshop, to be able to do at least some work at home, instead of sending to other workshops. But they 
needed equipment for their workshop and applied to our Trust for funding. Their list of requirements was 
lengthy and costly. To begin with, we bought for them just some minimal items, which they had acquired, 
some coming from England, by the time of my visit. That was all they had in the way of equipment. Luckily, 
earlier this year, the Headley Trust and the Sandy and Zorica Glen Charitable Settlement, made a kind 
contribution to the Museum and now they have other essential items. However, they still need more to make 
the workshop really viable. Sisak is an important location, sometimes, perhaps, overlooked, and much could 
be achieved by their own efforts. 
 
I travelled to ILOK, in the extreme east of Croatia, on the Danube and on the border with Serbia, to visit the 
Town Museum, Odescalchi Palace, recently restored. The lands and the palace were given to the Odescalchi 
family by Leopold I after the battle of Vienna in 1683 in recognition of their help in defeating the Ottomans. 
Branches of the family lived in Ilok until the end of the Second World War, when their palace was turned into 
a museum. Some artefacts from their rich collection, including wall paintings, sculpture and other mementos 
of the family, still remain. Sometime in the 1890s, Balthasar III  Odescalchi donated to the then Yugoslav 
Academy of Sciences and Arts two large paintings, measuring about 4,5m x 8m, copies of Le stanze di 
Raffaello in the Vatican, by Carlo Maratta and his workshop. These paintings were commissioned by 
Innocent XI, Benedetto Odescalchi, and they came to Zagreb, as a gift to the Croatian nation, from the 
Odescalchi home in Rome. Under the titles, The Parnassus and The Meeting of Leo the Great and Attila, 
they were displayed in the main entrance of the Academy until 1956, when they were rolled up and stored, 
only to be rediscovered in 2013. Now under treatment at the Croatian Conservation Institute, the canvases 
await to be exhibited to the public again. 
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In March this year, OSIJEK had a very special visit from Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and 
the Duchess of Cornwall. During their brief visit to Croatia, which also included Zagreb, Their Royal 
Highnesses saw in Osijek a display of photographs of damage to the cathedral of SS Peter and Paul, 
especially to its stained glass windows. The damage inflicted upon the cathedral lead our Trust to start an 
appeal and, with the help of many people in this country, we established a Stained Glass Workshop in 1997. 
The then director of the Victoria & Albert Museum, Dame Elizabeth Esteve–Coll, sent her stained glass 
specialist Drew Anderson to Osijek, who later organised an internship for our three students at Goddard & 
Gibbs. During their time here, they also visited  several important cathedrals with stained glass workshops. 
The late Lady Thatcher gave a generous donation to our workshop and the Worshipful Company of Glaziers 
and Painters on Glass donated to a church in Beli Manastir, which had been completely destroyed, with only 
the walls standing, a set of stained glass windows from their repository. Our Trust organised an auction, ART 
FOR ART, held at Bonhams in 1994, when over 90 British artists, including 40 Royal Academicians, donated 
their works to be sold towards the restoration of the cathedrals in Osijek and Šibenik. At this point, the 
important role of the then President of the Royal Academy, Sir Roger de Grey, who was also our trustee until 
his untimely death, must never be forgotten.   
 
I hope very much that Their Royal Highnesses enjoyed their visit to Croatia as much as all the people who 
had met them on this occasion.  
 
In May this year, I travelled to SPLIT and visited the Benedictine Sisters in TROGIR to see the  work done 
to the structure of their convent of St Nicholas with the generous donation from the Headley Trust. There is 
no doubt that the Sisters, working together with the conservators, have done  extremely well in restoring their 
building. The Vitturi Tower now looks splendid, admired by all. I would like to express here our thanks again 
to the Headley Trust for their help to the Benedictine Sisters, who, in December 2015, celebrated the 950s 
anniversary of their convent in Trogir. 
 
I had a most interesting visit to the hinterland of SPLIT to see the Museum of the Republic of Poljica in a 
small village called GATA. This territory, extending from the river Cetina in the east to the fortress of Klis in 
the west and occupying the harsh region of the mountain of Mosor, has a seven hundred years old history of 
independence. Similar to the independent state of the Republic of Dubrovnik, but rural not urban, poor and 
not rich, it guarded its independence, scraping its living in tiny fields, “poljice”, hence the name. Like 
Dubrovnik, it had a Duke (veliki knez) and the people elected its government, known as “stol”. It is said that 
the rules for referendum were first contained in the Statute of Poljica. Formally written in the early 15th 
century, in “Poljičica”, a type of “Bosančica”, but drawing from much earlier historical sources, the Statute 
of Poljica has been a subject of much study and many books. It is claimed that it was the model to Thomas 
More for his “Utopia”. It is a rich source of social and political history and it is of great interest to read the 
Statutes even today. The Republic was abolished with the event of Napoleon. 
 
The Museum in the village of Gata, although very small, consisting of just one room, with no curator or any 
“facilities”, the local priest opens its doors on request, is of interest. It was opened in 1974 beside the parish 
church of St Ciprian, which draws its roots from antiquity. The Museum was built and its collection gathered 
by voluntary labour of love. There are books and documents, items of everyday life, ethnographic pieces, all 
gathering dust, totally unprotected. The Trust has been asked to help them acquire vitrines and cabinets, 
which would enable the Museum to safeguard its collection in a better way. I certainly hope that we shall be 
able to do so. It is a lovely place and well worth a visit. Its artistic legacy is also important; poems, operas, 
books, musicals, works of art by important Croatian artists have been written and composed, celebrating 
people and events of this region. In the Museum, a large mosaic by Joko Ivan Knezević represents, in its 
central part, the election of the Grand Duke. The candidates lay their coats on the ground, the people pass by 
and throw stones on the coat of their preferred candidate.     
 
I also visited ŠIBENIK and its town library “Juraj Šizgorić” which was flooded in the autumn of 201�. We 
immediately responded to their plea and bought for them a de-humidifier, which was in full use even at my 
visit. Sudden outburst of rain and structural problems with the building caused excessive flooding of the 
basement, affecting book, magazine, newspaper, gallery and audio-visual departments and storage. Some of 
the damaged items were dried simply in the sun, but the de-humidifier is a constant and necessary aid. 
 
 
 



 
 
In Šibenik, I also visited the Franciscan friary of St Lawrence where I went in October last year and wrote 
briefly about in my last progress report. Since my visit there, the Trust has bought for their library an 
upstanding cupboard and a conservation chest for large documents, both under key. The custodian and the 
librarian and a voluntary worker have done a great deal since, to clean and sort out their holdings, all having 
been fully treated by staff of the National and University Library earlier. Everything is now on clean shelves 
and in secure cupboards, but as it becomes cold in the winter a de-humidifier is also on their wish list! I 
suggested that they should borrow the one from the town library, to see how it works, and then, if funds 
permit, we could obtain one for them. The friary also has an important collection of paintings, one of which, 
Mother and Child, attributed to Juraj Čulinović, Giorgio Schiavone, 1436 – 1504, and the only painting by 
this artist in Croatia, is on permanent display in the Franciscan friary on the island of Visovac, in the Krka 
National Park.  
 
In September last year, Professor Nicholas Pickwoad and two of his colleagues held The Ligatus Summer 
School in Zagreb under the auspices of the Croatian National Archives and with help in funding from our 
Trust. The course was well attended and much appreciated by all who were able to take part in it. I would 
like to thank Professor Pickwoad very much indeed for giving this opportunity of learning so much about 
book bindings to so many book conservators in Croatia. 
 
We continue to support Croatian scholars to attend international meetings and present their findings.  
Ljerka Dulibic to attend a conference in Baltimore, Barbara Vujanović in Malta, Sandra Sustić in Porto, 
Ivana Peškan and Vesna Pascuttini in Zadar, Martina Bagatin in Amsterdam, Silvija Banić in Venice. We 
continue to pay subscriptions to art journals for institutions and individuals in Croatia. Ivana Svedružić 
Šeparović, from the Conservation Department of the Ministry of Culture in Split, is our Attingham Trust 
scholar this year. Our beautiful hand woven linen towels are still on sale at Postcard Teas and Livingstone 
Studio and from my home. With grateful thanks to the Sandy and Zorica Glen Charitable Settlement, we 
continue to support the International Workshop on the island of Lopud, which we hope to visit later this year. 
 
In January this year, Donal Cooper gave an illuminating talk on Lovro Dobričević, 1420–1478, at the 
Croatian Embassy in London, “MASTER PAINTER OF THE DUBROVNIK RENAISSANCE AND HIS 
WORK IN CROATIA, ITALY AND ENGLAND”. It is hoped that a visit to Rangers House to see his painting 
of Annunciation will be organised at some point in the future. 
 
Alex Kidson, who was the curator of our three exhibitions of works by Vlaho Bukovac, 1855 – 1922, which  
concentrated on his British patrons, Samson Fox from Harrogate and Richard Le Doux from Liverpool, 
through his great diligence, has found another missing portrait by Bukovac. It is of Alderman Dr John Utting, 
painted in 1912. There are many more untraced paintings in England by Bukovac. See Alex Kidson, The 
British Art Journal, Vol. VI, No. 3. 
 
Writing at the time of the Olympic Games in Brazil, I am reminded of an interesting fact I learnt during my 
last visit to Split. This city, with less than 200,000 inhabitants, records over 180 Olympic winners, whose 
names are now all inscribed on the pavement of the Split Riva.  
 
On a personal note, I would like to express my family's and my deep gratitude to a group of stone 
conservators, from the Croatian Conservation Institute, who carved, in memory of my late husband, Henry, a 
lovely Brač stone now in the churchyard of St Gregory's church in Bedale. I would also like to thank the 
Rector of St Gregory's, the Rev Ian Robinson, for his invaluable help  in this work. 
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